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Biography

Akorfa Dawson is a project manager, social innovator, and storyteller determined to create 
and curate opportunities for young Africans.

She has co-founded and manages a creative social enterprise that unearths, nurtures and 
supports emerging Ghanaian creatives, giving them options to be entrepreneurial and 
employable with their creative prowess.

Akorfa is a short fiction writer and her works have been published in two thematic anthologies 
from the Ama Ata Aidoo Centre for Creative Writing.

She works with a multicultural organisation to provide international cultural and educational 
opportunities for young people.

Project: NadèLI

is a creative social enterprise that unearths, nurtures and supports emerging Ghanaian 
creatives. We collaborate with creatives to build a community that strategically supports them. 
Through our co-created bespoke interventions with and for emerging Ghanaian creatives, 
we equip them to explore options of employability and/or entrepreneurship in the creative 
economy, with access to platforms that assist them in honing their diverse creative expressions 
and prowess. Our collaborations in the past 2 years since inception have emphasized on 
supporting emerging creatives craft compelling brand stories that accentuate their value and 
creative expertise.

Our mission is to empower emerging Ghanaian creatives to hone their creativity at full 
capacities and be elevated in the creative sector at the intersection of sustainability, scalability, 
and profitability. We are doing this by compiling Ghana’s most comprehensive and extensive 
creative directory while positioning the emerging Ghanaian creatives on the global creative 
landscape.

NadèLI

Ghana



2

Biography

Anne Kabare is a Digital Marketer and Dancepreneur who has over 6 years’ experience in 
the creative industry. She is a performing artist, contemporary dancer, digital marketer and 
choreographer based in Nairobi, Kenya. She received her training from Sarakasi Trust, where 
she rose through the ranks to be a Senior Dancer and eventually did a Communications and 
Marketing Internship while there. She has also worked with the Permanent Presidential Music 
Commission, the Government body in charge of National Celebrations. Besides the local stage 
AK has graced the International stage in Turkey and India. AK has a degree in International 
Relations from U.S.I.U-Africa. She majored in Diplomacy & Foreign Policy and minored in Oublic 
Relations. She has done a short course in Business Skills Training for Creatives by Goethe 
Institute/GIZ/HEVA Fund and a Fundamental of Digital Marketing course by Google Digital 
Garage. AK has appeared in various advertisements including TCB, Coca-Cola, Safaricom 
Blaze amongst many more. She has also featured in several music videos including Yemi Alade, 
Sauti Sol, Bensoul,  Ali Kiba, Nyashinski, Willy Paul, Bahati Kenya, Joyce Wamamaa, Musa 
Jakadala, Shiru Wa GP amongst many more. Her vision is to inspire creativity and mentor 
upcoming creatives and her mission is to build an unstoppable dance community.» 

Project: Arti Dance Studio

Why? Art is meant to be expressed and explored in an environment where right and wrong do 
not exist but a space that allows one to truly define themselves, express themselves and free 
themselves from the chains that life has put in front of them. An arts studio that aims to nurture 
and grow upcoming talent and aid in their growth within the creative industry by equipping 
them with necessary skills needed for their development. The goal is to mentor upcoming 
talent and expose them to the industry and encourage them to pursue arts as a career option 
in particular dance. We aim to grow the local community by providing a space where they can 
come and fully express themselves. The resultant effect being a career in the arts industry as 
it will contribute to economic growth. We also encourage the community at large to partake 
in the arts; particularly dance as an extra-curricular activity in the promotion of health and 
general well-being as a contribution to the SDG goals. Our target audience is the at-risk youth, 
wider community and children as they are our future.

Arti Dance Studio

Kenya
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Biography

Beatrice Waruinge is humanitarian with a background in Community Development and a 
keen interest in International Affairs. As the Operations Coordinator at Under Our Skin 
International Film Festival, she excels in event organization and logistical assignments, driving 
positive social, economic, and cultural exchanges in communities. Her commitment to social 
impact is evident through her work at Amnesty International Kenya, where she offered support 
in various capacities as well as assisting in refugees’ case management. Beatrice’s expertise 
lies in implementing robust operations and logistical strategies for meaningful outcomes in 
humanitarian efforts and community development.»

Project: Under Our Skin Film Festival (UoS)

is a platform dedicated to entertaining, informing, and inspiring audiences through the 
impactful medium of film. Our core mission is to ignite critical thinking, lively debates, and 
deep introspection surrounding human rights issues, both locally in Kenya and globally.

Embracing cross-community and cross-cultural exchange, UoS welcomes a diverse array of 
stories and perspectives, encouraging individuals to think beyond their immediate environments 
and consider the interconnectedness of social challenges worldwide. Through this approach, 
we aim to foster greater understanding, empathy, and a sense of global citizenship.

Through curated film screenings, interactive discussions, workshops, and community 
engagement initiatives, we strive to create a transformative platform that amplifies voices and 
sparks meaningful dialogue. At the heart of our festival lies a commitment to driving positive 
change within society and among individuals.

Under Our Skin Film Festival

Kenya
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Ubuntu Art Gallery Museum

Biography

Derrick Odidi Ogwago is a Kenyan entrepreneur born on 2nd March 1997, is a visionary 
with a passion for sustainable development. Pursed Environmental Science at The Kenyatta 
University, he embarked on a journey of self-employment to serve the world in the creative 
industry. Derrick founded Art Affair for Development Goals Organization in Kenya and Zawadi 
International Arts in USA—both platforms advocating for Sustainable Development Goals and 
community development in Africa and USA. Driven by his desire to create a better society, 
Derrick strives to acquire key attributes and skills, becoming an innovator and a creative 
problem solver to contribute to Africa’s and the world’s growth.

Project: Ubuntu Art Gallery Museum

envisions going beyond conventional showcases, venturing into uncharted territories to carve 
out new markets. We intend to organize exhibitions that serve as a canvas for the intricate 
weaving together of artistic expression, 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) & Global 
Affairs. By creating an immersive experience, setting a new standard in the art and sustainability 
landscape like using electronic waste and plastic waste material to create unique art. Through 
this innovative approach, we seek to not only showcase the power of art in addressing global 
challenges but also to lead the way in defining the future of artistic expression in the context 
of sustainable development. Our project aspires to be the vanguard, demonstrating how the 
fusion of art and the SDGs can not only raise awareness but also inspire tangible and positive 
change on a global scale.

Kenya
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AfroArt Studios 
Efosa Onaghinor

Biography

Efosa Onaghinor is the co-founder of Afro-Art Studios, an initiative aimed at preserving 
and showcasing African culture through the digitization of artifacts. Serving as the director, 
his mission is to bridge the gap between traditional craftsmanship and modern technology, 
making African art accessible on a global scale. His entrepreneurial vision successfully 
combines cultural preservation and technological innovation, making Afro-Art Studios a 
prominent platform for experiencing African art in new and immersive ways.

Project: AfroArt Studios 

Studios is an innovative marketplace specializing in digital 3D models of African artifacts. 
Utilizing cutting-edge 3D scanning technology, our mission is to preserve and celebrate 
the richness of African cultural heritage using digital technology. We bring together artists, 
historians, and enthusiasts on a platform dedicated to authentic representation of diverse 
African cultures.

Nigeria
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Biography

Elisha Clever Rukundo is a Pan-African, impact-driven leader, UX designer, innovative and 
transformational social entrepreneur, passionate heritage preservationist, creative artist, 
content creator, enthusiastic philanthropist, and digital anthropologist. He’s is the founder of 
the digital heritage preservationists platform, which uses technology to preserve and share 
the cultural heritage of Africa.

Elisha is a strong advocate for using technology to promote social change. He believes that 
digital tools can be used to empower communities, document history, and build bridges 
between cultures. His work has been featured in different programs such as Rwanda Heritage 
Hub project of ICCROM in partnership with Rwanda cultural Heritage Academy, Hanga Hubs 
program of Rwanda Information Society authority in partnership with European Commission

Elisha is a candidate to graduate of the Davis College Rwanda, where he studied Business 
management and Entrepreneurship. He is also an ALX ventures’ founder academy, International 
Youth Conference ambassador, Global Business Schools Network’s Global Waste Cleaning 
Network…

Project: The Digital Heritage Preservationists 

Platform is a multifaceted digital ecosystem designed to champion the preservation, promotion, 
and entrepreneurial engagement of African heritage. Serving as a comprehensive repository, 
it digitally safeguards cultural artifacts, historical treasures, and traditions, ensuring their 
enduring legacy. Beyond preservation, the platform functions as a marketplace, connecting 
heritage enthusiasts with unique artifacts and fostering a thriving marketplace for African 
cultural treasures.

With a visionary approach, the platform also acts as an E-learning hub, providing a dynamic 
space for education and skill development in the realm of heritage preservation and 
entrepreneurship. Through interactive courses and resources, it empowers individuals to 
become stewards of their heritage while cultivating an entrepreneurial mindset.

At its core, the Digital Heritage Preservationists Platform is a catalyst for the African Heritage 
entrepreneurial ecosystem, uniting preservation, promotion, and community engagement. It 
envisions a future where the vibrant tapestry of African heritage not only survives but flourishes 
in the digital landscape, creating opportunities for economic growth and cultural enrichment.

The Digital Heritage Preservationists

Rwanda
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Biography

Ifeloju Ijasini Olusanya is a manager at G4L (within the parent company- Hamolink Nigeria 
Limited), a start-up with the vision of providing solutions and services that promote the 
cultural and creative sector. Currently in the Penultimate year of a Ph.D. in architecture degree, 
specializing in historic preservation, focusing on exploring the potential of cultural heritage 
resources in catalyzing local development in the historic town of Badagry, Lagos State. He 
has professional experience with some highly placed Architectural firms in Nigeria. He holds a 
Bachelor of Science in Architecture and a Master of Environmental Design from the University 
of Lagos, Nigeria.

Project: The Digital Heritage Preservationists 

is a platform that will serve and support the needs of tourists and customers by providing 
information and connections to all stakeholders within the heritage sector for travel, educational, 
management, and investment needs. Additionally, it will provide data on heritage sites and 
cultural expressions embedded within spaces and communities in the historic area of Badagry.

JED intends to contribute to the cultural heritage and tourism industry by providing current 
and robust information about the destination areas and focusing on the local culture and 
heritage. This process becomes useful in mainstreaming the heritage and culture of these 
places and providing some sense of community pride to host locations.

Aside from this, the real-time data provided will serve as essential information for planning and 
potential investments. Today, the world speaks about issues of the invisible burden of tourism 
that are usually not accounted for. JED will help in providing a broad picture in assessing such 
concerns through the on-field information provided on the platform.

JED

Nigeria
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Biography

Janet Kabugho is a female Ugandan who grow up in a humble family in the Rwenzori region.

She was able to break the poverty cycle in her family and was able to graduate with a Bachelor’s 
degree of Science in Statistics through making and selling traditional crafts while studying.

Janet loves crafting a skill she inherited from her grandmother, and after graduating she 
decided to empower women and Youth in rural areas with her crafting skills and knowledge 
and also help them reach potential customers through using online marketing tools which 
enable them earn a living and change their lives.

Her goal is to promote cultural heritage through promoting traditional crafts and changing 
lives of rural artisan.

Project: At Skills Centrum Rwenzori

our mission is to empower rural women and youth with skills development opportunities in 
crafting and fashion, employment, and market opportunities to ensure their reach potential 
buyers for their products locally and Globally. Our journey involves creating a reliable market, 
fostering skill growth, and adding value to their exceptional products.

Join us in this transformative journey as we work towards a brighter, empowered future for 
these talented artisans!

At Skills Centrum Rwenzori
Janet Kabugho 

Uganda
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Kulcha aKadhemi
Nozipho Makhanda

Biography

Nozipho Makhanda is a vibrant cultural enthusiast from Zimbabwe with an unwavering 
dedication to the cultural sector.  Her professional background is in sociological research, civic 
engagement and social innovation. Nozipho has worked in various business and community 
development initiatives in Africa, Southeast Asia and Europe. Throughout her career, Nozipho 
has made significant contributions to organizations such as the African Union Diaspora 
Youth initiative, Greenpop Foundation, BABLE Smart Cities, and Mitupo.org, to name just 
a few. Her passion for cultural entrepreneurship stems from a deep appreciation for the 
transformative power of art, heritage, and innovation in shaping societies. Nozipho holds a 
bachelor in Sociology honours from Africa University, in Mutare, Zimbabwe and this year she 
will be completing her master’s in Global Studies at Albert Ludwig Universität Freiburg in 
Germany.  Nozipho is driven to create meaningful connections between culture, community, 
and commerce.

Project: At Skills Centrum Rwenzori

is a thriving cultural hub, which aims to reshape the narrative of Zimbabwean Heritage, Art, 
and Culture. Functioning as both a physical and virtual collaborative workspace, it acts as a 
digital canvas for the art of storytelling and thrives as a dynamic epicenter of creativity. Kulcha 
aKadhemi orchestrates a diverse range of activities, such as artivism projects, edutainment 
programs (educational entertainment), national and international artist residency programs, 
interactive workshops, training sessions, and cultural tourism initiatives. These programs inject 
vitality into Zimbabwean and Southern African traditions and offer a versatile platform for a 
myriad of artistic expressions.

The name «Kulcha» incorporates a creative twist on the pronunciation and phonetics of 
the word «culture» across various Southern African and Bantu languages. The addition of 
«aKadhemi» is inspired and stylized by the term «academy.» Our goal at Kulcha aKadhemi is to 
emerge as a dynamic hub, where cultural heritage functions as a compass directing community 
involvement, influencing positive societal shifts, and cultivating a global appreciation for the 
intricate tapestry of Zimbabwean identity.

Step into Kulcha aKadhemi, where the past and future seamlessly converge in a celebration 
of the present.

Zimbabwe
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Biography

Oluka James is a young entrepreneur who is passionate about using culture to promote 
development. He has contributed to the cultural anAtekerindustry through managing the 
Uganda Railway Museum, providing support to the Uganda Community Museums Association 
and the creation of employment for young people in the cultural sector. He is enthusiastic 
about creating safe spaces for young people in culture and connecting the triple nexus of 
culture, climate change, and sustainable development. James is the founder and director of 
Ateker Museum.

Project: Ateker Museum

seeks to preserve the Ateker Culture by way collecting, preserving & conserving and exhibiting 
the tangible and intangible heritage of the Ateker peoples. The museum further seeks to 
increase access to academic leaning/study sites for students in North and Northeast Uganda 
who have been travelling over 200kms to access study sites. The museum prides itself in the use 
and preservation of indigenous knowledge and solutions and demonstrate their importance 
in promoting social cohesion as well as in responding to the contemporary society problems.

Ateker Museum
Oluka James

Uganda
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Biography

Onetswee Sithole is a hard working, committed young woman who is goal driven and strives 
to achieve the best in everything I put my efforts into. I also consider myself as a humble 
individual who is always open to learn from other people around me. I believe this will help 
me to consistently grow within my career journey, whilst simultaneously being a leader who 
empowers the youth in my community, through the knowledge I acquire. 

Project: Ateker Museum

stands as a premier destination for both leisure and business travelers, offering bespoke 
experiences tailored to each guest’s preferences. We are located in Rustenburg, a Setswana 
town in the heart of the North West Province. Our establishment is dedicated to revitalizing 
Setswana culture within our community.

Driven by our commitment to preserving heritage, we collaborate with local artisans and 
creatives to showcase Setswana arts and traditions within our lodge. Our mission extends 
beyond providing exceptional hospitality to fostering cultural exchange and appreciation 
among travelers from around the globe.

The Grand Comfort
Onetswee Sithole

South Africa
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Strum Sonus
Risa Okech

Kenya

Biography

Risa Okech is a musician, music business consultant and founder of Strum Sonus, a company 
that provides music solutions for artists and music enthusiasts. I play multiple instruments, from 
classical piano to afro-jazz bass, and have performed with various bands and musical theatre 
groups. I also have experience in songwriting, teaching music, instrument sales and event 
organization, and have academic background in Business Administration, Music Business and 
Psychology, which fuel my passion for creative entrepreneurship and social change through 
music and the arts.

Project: Strum Sonus

is the bridge between musical talent and business success. We provide our clients with innovative 
business tools and solutions that help them be competitive and become industry leaders. 
Strum Sonus is a music business consultancy that specializes in representing emerging artists 
in the Kenyan music industry. We understand the challenges and opportunities that musicians 
face in the competitive and dynamic music market, and we offer expert advice and guidance 
on various aspects of the music business, such as contracts, strategy, marketing, finance, and 
planning, ensuring our clients maximize on their profits while maintaining creative control and 
independence. We enable our clients to focus on their artistic growth and expression, while 
we handle the administrative and managerial aspects of their careers.  
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NoOx Worldwide NoOx
Silvia Nocentini 

Biography

Silvia Nocentini is the CEO & Founder of NoOx Worldwide, innovative startup in the music 
business, bridging Italy/Europe, the Afro diaspora and Sub Saharan Africa, starting from 
Senegal. Pioneering the Afro Urban music market in Italy since 2018. Artist & Label Manager, 
Creative Director, International Relations, Talent Scout, Life Coach & Music Industry Consultant, 
Bridging & Connecting 24/7. 2022 Keychange Innovator and 2022 Genova Global Goals 
Awards Winner, 2021 European Music Exporter, 2020 ALT POWER MUSIC LIST - Shesaid.so; 
Certified: Music Industry Essentials at Billboard X Yellowbrick (NYU Clive Davis Institute) and 
Bachelor graduated in Arts, Performing Arts, Events & Cultural Enterprises Management at 
Università degli Studi di Firenze.

Project: Strum Sonus

is an Innovative business in the music industry, bridging Italy, the Afro Community & Sub 
Saharan Africa, starting from Senegal. The aim is to represent Africa and its diaspora far 
from stereotypes through the Inclusion of diverse sounds, languages, attitudes, lifestyle, 
internationalization, research & disclosure together with awareness. It is the reference for the 
Afro Urban Market in Italy, and Senegal. Working on a PAN AFRICAN MUSIC mind on a daily 
basis, researching for innovative (and decolonized) sounds (and storytelling) which could be 
internationalized, reflecting the African / Afro roots. Some of the actions to reach their mission: 
- Social Innovation through the inclusion of “diverse” sounds/ languages, cultures & trends 
in the EU market, and the building of a representation of underrepresented communities 
such as the Afro community one. - Export of African innovative sounds / building structures 
behind realities of the music market to empower them in an equal ecosystem - Musically & 
internationally working between creatives and professional realities in Africa and the rest of 
the world, especially curating the bridge Italy - Senegal, but growing our professional and 
creative network in the whole Sub Saharan area. - Partnering with strong institutions and 
enterprises active in the social innovation and music to empower our mission through the 
market; - Europe-Africa-Afro community: win-win business exchange, empowerment and 
business awareness through education for young artists and professionals. - Creative, Strategic 
& Inclusive Directions & Consultancies: Curating line ups intersectionally and internationally 
inclusive, starting from our core goal / business.

Italy
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