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Akorfa Dawson

is a project manager, social innovator, and storyteller determined to create
and curate opportunities for young Africans.

She has co-founded and manages a creative social enterprise that unearths,
nurtures and supports emerging Ghanaian creatives, giving them options
to be entrepreneurial and employable with their creative prowess.

Ghana Akorfa is a short fiction writer and her works have been published in two
thematic anthologies from the Ama Ata Aidoo Centre for Creative Writing.

She works with a multicultural organisation to provide international cultural
and educational opportunities for young people.

Anas Mghar

Practitioner researcher of development studies, international cooperation
and decoloniality, economic and political geography, world heritage and
Interculturality, Art practices.

He explored a wide range of social, cultural, and political participation
practices and narratives, their conflictual dimension, and their implications
ltaly on the local territory and on power relations, well beyond the participatory
approach to development and social innovation. His working interests
mainly concern development and post- development, decolonization,
social participatory geographies, and World heritage. His work is mainly
concerned with social marginality, health and well-being, indigenous
geographies, management of natural resources (with particular attention to
local and indigenous knowledge), participation and the use of participatory
and creative methods in support of locals’ communities.
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Anne Kabare

is a Digital Marketer and Dancepreneur who has over 6 years' experience
in the creative industry. She is a performing artist, contemporary dancer,
digital marketer and choreographer based in Nairobi, Kenya. She
received her training from Sarakasi Trust, where she rose through the
ranks to be a Senior Dancer and eventually did a Communications and
Marketing Internship while there. She has also worked with the Permanent
Presidential Music Commission, the Government body in charge of National
Celebrations. Besides the local stage AK has graced the International
stage in Turkey and India. AK has a degree in International Relations from
U.S.l.U-Africa. She majored in Diplomacy & Foreign Policy and minored in
Oublic Relations. She has done a short course in Business Skills Training for
Creatives by Goethe Institute/GIZ/HEVA Fund and a Fundamental of Digital
Marketing course by Google Digital Garage. AK has appeared in various
advertisements including TCB, Coca-Cola, Safaricom Blaze amongst many
more. She has also featured in several music videos including Yemi Alade,
Sauti Sol, Bensoul, Ali Kiba, Nyashinski, Willy Paul, Bahati Kenya, Joyce
Wamamaa, Musa Jakadala, Shiru Wa GP amongst many more. Her vision is
to inspire creativity and mentor upcoming creatives and her mission is to
build an unstoppable dance community.»

Beatrice Waruinge

is humanitarian with a background in Community Development and a keen
interest in International Affairs. As the Operations Coordinator at Under
Our Skin International Film Festival, she excels in event organization and
logistical assignments, driving positive social, economic, and cultural
exchanges in communities. Her commitment to social impact is evident
through herwork at Amnesty International Kenya, where she offered support
in various capacities as well as assisting in refugees’ case management.
Beatrice’s expertise lies in implementing robust operations and logistical
strategies for meaningful outcomes in humanitarian efforts and community
development.»

Chido Dzinotyiwei

co-founder of Vambo Academy, is a serial entrepreneur from South
Africa and Zimbabwe. Chido ideated and developed Vambo Academy a
specialized online learning platform that aims to preserve and promote
indigenous African languages, culture and heritage. The company has
expanded to include Al to enhance their language offering for translation
and localisation. This tool can be accessed on www.vambo.ai

Vambo Academy currently teaches 13 languages and is creating jobs across
the African continent. The start-up has been featured in Forbes Africa,
Disrupt Africa, Business Tech Africa to name a few publications.
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Collins Nnabugwu

the Founder and CEO of Cyber Future Academy.amd Klick TV. My mission
is to promote cultural and intellectual exchange between motherland Africa
and the Diaspora, by carefully curated some of the most engaging content
library in the space with the ultimate goal to bring significant economic and
social impact.

Through Klick TV, we're revolutionizing media and education, empowering
people to connect and learn, while Cyber Future Academy is fostering
innovative learning experiences. I'm truly passionate about bridging the
gap and creating opportunities for growth and collaboration within these
communities, especially in the current days of Al and New Emerging
Technologies.

Derrick Odidi Ogwago

a Kenyan entrepreneur born on 2 March 1997, is a visionary with a
passion for sustainable development. Pursed Environmental Science at
The Kenyatta University, he embarked on a journey of self-employment
to serve the world in the creative industry. Derrick founded Art Affair for
Development Goals Organization in Kenya and Zawadi International Arts in
USA—both platforms advocating for Sustainable Development Goals and
community development in Africa and USA. Driven by his desire to create a
better society, Derrick strives to acquire key attributes and skills, becoming
an innovator and a creative problem solver to contribute to Africa’s and the
world'’s growth.

Efosa Onaghinor

is the co-founder of Afro-Art Studios, an initiative aimed at preserving and
showcasing African culture through the digitization of artifacts. Serving as the
director, his mission is to bridge the gap between traditional craftsmanship
and modern technology, making African art accessible on a global scale.
His entrepreneurial vision successfully combines cultural preservation and
technological innovation, making Afro-Art Studios a prominent platform for
experiencing African art in new and immersive ways.
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Elisha Clever Rukundo

is a Pan-African, impact-driven leader, UX designer, innovative and
transformational social entrepreneur, passionate heritage preservationist,
creative artist, content creator, enthusiastic philanthropist, and digital
anthropologist. He's is the founder of the digital heritage preservationists
platform, which uses technology to preserve and share the cultural heritage
of Africa.

Elisha is a strong advocate for using technology to promote social change.
He believes that digital tools can be used to empower communities,
document history, and build bridges between cultures. His work has been
featured in different programs such as Rwanda Heritage Hub project of
ICCROM in partnership with Rwanda cultural Heritage Academy, Hanga
Hubs program of Rwanda Information Society authority in partnership with
European Commission

Elisha is a candidate to graduate of the Davis College Rwanda, where he
studied Business management and Entrepreneurship. He is also an ALX
ventures' founder academy, International Youth Conference ambassador,

Global Business Schools Network’s Global Waste Cleaning Network...

Denis Bahati Francis

is a young Tanzanian graduate and enthusiastic in the conservation and
management of cultural heritage. Upon his graduation; Francis got exposed
to volunteer in the Ngorongoro Conservation Area (a Mixed World Heritage
Site). During his service tenure; Francis participated in various international
and independent research projects at Laetoli Footprints and Olduvai
Gorge. Meanwhile, he used to identify challenges facing the cultural
heritage sector regional wise while developing appropriate measures in
tackling them. Denis is currently working on developing a business firm
for the provision of Heritage Presentation and Interpretation along with
Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Consultation Services.

Ifeloju ljasini Olusanya

is a manager at G4L (within the parent company- Hamolink Nigeria Limited),
a start-up with the vision of providing solutions and services that promote
the cultural and creative sector. Currently in the Penultimate year of a
Ph.D. in architecture degree, specializing in historic preservation, focusing
on exploring the potential of cultural heritage resources in catalyzing
local development in the historic town of Badagry, Lagos State. He has
professional experience with some highly placed Architectural firms in
Nigeria. He holds a Bachelor of Science in Architecture and a Master of
Environmental Design from the University of Lagos, Nigeria.
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Janet Kabugho

is a female Ugandan who grow up in a humble family in the Rwenzori region.

She was able to break the poverty cycle in her family and was able to
graduate with a Bachelor’s degree of Science in Statistics through making
and selling traditional crafts while studying.

Janet loves crafting a skill she inherited from her grandmother, and after
graduating she decided to empower women and Youth in rural areas
with her crafting skills and knowledge and also help them reach potential
customers through using online marketing tools which enable them earn a
living and change their lives.

Her goal is to promote cultural heritage through promoting traditional
crafts and changing lives of rural artisan.

Maria Chiara Giorgini

| am a cultural professional currently working at the Consorzio Marche
Spettacolo, an institution that gathers all the entities involved in the
production, distribution, promotion and development of performing arts in
the Marche Region. During my master program in Cultural Diplomacy, which
| have enrolled into in 2020/2021, | have studied the pillars of international
relations, such as soft power and public diplomacy, and | developed an
idea for a museum diplomacy action for the African continent that | aim
to implement on a very concrete level, leveraging on economic strategy,
credibility and trust.

Nozipho Makanda

is a vibrant cultural enthusiast from Zimbabwe with an unwavering
dedication to the cultural sector. Her professional background is in
sociological research, civic engagement and social innovation. Nozipho
has worked in various business and community development initiatives in
Africa, Southeast Asia and Europe. Throughout her career, Nozipho has
made significant contributions to organizations such as the African Union
Diaspora Youth initiative, Greenpop Foundation, BABLE Smart Cities, and
Mitupo.org, to name just a few. Her passion for cultural entrepreneurship
stems from a deep appreciation for the transformative power of art,
heritage, and innovation in shaping societies. Nozipho holds a bachelor
in Sociology honours from Africa University, in Mutare, Zimbabwe and this
year she will be completing her master’s in Global Studies at Albert Ludwig
Universitdt Freiburg in Germany. Nozipho is driven to create meaningful
connections between culture, community, and commerce.
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Oluka James

is a young entrepreneur who is passionate about using culture to promote
development. He has contributed to the cultural and art industry through
managing the Uganda Railway Museum, providing support to the Uganda
Community Museums Association and the creation of employment for
young people in the cultural sector. He is enthusiastic about creating
safe spaces for young people in culture and connecting the triple nexus
of culture, climate change, and sustainable development. James is the
founder and director of Ateker Museum.

Onetswee Sithole

| am a hard working, committed young woman who is goal driven and
strives to achieve the best in everything | put my efforts into. | also consider
myself as a humble individual who is always open to learn from other people
around me. | believe this will help me to consistently grow within my career
journey, whilst simultaneously being a leader who empowers the youth in
my community, through the knowledge | acquire.

Risa Okech

I’'m a musician, music business consultant and founder of Strum Sonus, a
company that provides music solutions for artists and music enthusiasts. |
play multiple instruments, from classical piano to afro-jazz bass, and have
performed with various bands and musical theatre groups. | also have
experience in songwriting, teaching music, instrument sales and event
organization, and have academic background in Business Administration,
Music Business and Psychology, which fuel my passion for creative
entrepreneurship and social change through music and the arts.
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Shingirai Manyengavana

is a versatile digital content creator, creative author, and spoken word artist
with a passion for using the transformative power of the arts to drive positive
social change. As the founder of a creative arts-based organization in
Mutare, Zimbabwe, Shingirai is committed to promoting self-sustainability
and advocating for important social causes through theatre, poetry, and
film. As a youth-led organization, 2nd Street Writes Trust is dedicated to
engaging the community in thought-provoking conversations about social
issues through stage performances, festivals, and themed productions.
Through these activities, Shingirai and his team inspire inclusive decision-
making and promote social change.

Silvia Nocentini

CEO & Founder of NoOx Worldwide, innovative startup in the music
business, bridging ltaly/Europe, the Afro diaspora and Sub Saharan
Africa, starting from Senegal. Pioneering the Afro Urban music market in
ltaly since 2018. Artist & Label Manager, Creative Director, International
Relations, Talent Scout, Life Coach & Music Industry Consultant, Bridging
& Connecting 24/7. 2022 Keychange Innovator and 2022 Genova Global
Goals Awards Winner, 2021 European Music Exporter, 2020 ALT POWER
MUSIC LIST - Shesaid.so; Certified: Music Industry Essentials at Billboard
X Yellowbrick (NYU Clive Davis Institute) and Bachelor graduated in Arts,
Performing Arts, Events & Cultural Enterprises Management at Universita
degli Studi di Firenze.

Sonia Uwimbabazi

From actress, movie director, costume designer, script writer and painter
to business; Sonia UWIMBABAZI is a multidisciplinary artist and creative
entrepreneur. Sonia is co-founder and legal representative of Kaami arts, a
non-profit organization working with and for children through art.

She is also the founder and CEO of S&S Kigali, a creative social enterprise.
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